
CITY OF LONDON: Peter Cox – coxpetern@gmail.com
SOUTH EAST LONDON: Lore Arthur – lorearthur@btinternet.com
WEST MIDLANDS TOWNS: Robert Hodge – u3a@rjhodge.com

The hearth tax is best used in tandem with other
sources to explore the everyday lives of residents in
small well-documented communities. The three SLPs
will use it as a core resource to explore the histories of
the City of London, South East London and the towns
of the West Midlands, covering the period of the
Restoration, the Great Plague, Great Fire, Popish plot,
Exclusion crisis and “Glorious Revolution”. The aim of
the project is to find out as much as possible about
the people who lived and worked in these areas, and
to reconstruct the nature of these contrasting
communities from a variety of angles.

There will be the opportunity to study and write about
the following areas:

Architectural and environmental history 
Genealogy and family history 
Local and urban history
Historical demography  
Study of personal names and onomastics

You should enjoy research, and training will be
provided at Birmingham and Roehampton
universities in palaeography, hearth tax studies and
local history. Each group will comprise 6-12
researchers, plus a project leader, and it is expected
that there will be monthly meetings to undertake the
following activities:

Collating and interpreting hearth tax records and
other 17th-century documents
Undertaking historical analysis of the social history
of the later Stuart period 
Contributing to the content and design of the three 
SLP websites

At the end of the project there will be a launch
celebration for the three SLPs, which will to be
published online by the Institute of Historical
Research. For further information on location, times
and dates, please contact one of the above group
leaders by 1st of December 2017.

SHARED LEARNING PROJECT –
LOCATING THE LOST HISTORIES OF LONDON AND
THE WEST MIDLANDS IN THE LATE 17TH CENTURY

Three SLPs will explore the
records of the Restoration
hearth tax and other historical
sources leading to digital
publication of the three SLPs
on “Rediscovering the lost
histories of urban communities
in late 17th-century England”.
The Restoration hearth tax
provides evidence of who lived

in every property, its taxable wealth (i.e. numbers of hearths) and location, ranging from
Hampton Court (1,700 hearths) to the humblest homes, with one and two hearths, which did
not have to pay the tax. Extensive records have survived for the whole of England and Wales
for both the mid 1660s and the early 1670s. 


